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Alone we can do so little;
Together we can do so
much.
Helen Keller
Top 10 Reasons to Volunteer
#10: It's good for you.
Volunteering provides physical and mental
rewards. It:
Reduces stress:
Makes you healthier
#9: It saves resources.
The estimated value of a volunteer's
time is $15.39 per hour.
#8: Volunteers gain professional experience.
You can test out a career.
#7: It brings people together.
As a volunteer you assist in:
Uniting people from diverse
backgrounds to work toward a
common goal
Building camaraderie and teamwork
#6: It promotes personal growth and self
esteem.
Understanding community needs helps foster
empathy and self-efficacy.
#5: Volunteering strengthens your
community.
Beautify the community (beach and
park cleanups)
#4: You learn a lot.
Volunteers learn things like these:
Self: Volunteers discover hidden
talents that may change your view on
your self worth.
#3: You get a chance to give back.
#2: Volunteering encourages civic
responsibility.
#1: You make a difference.
Every person counts!

First Signs of Spring!
It has been almost a year since we joined the “Cottages
Community” and our experience has exceeded our expectations.
We knew the beauty of the lake and desert as well as the
surrounding orchards and vineyards but what caught us by surprise
was how warm and welcoming the people are. The first month I
volunteered to be a part of the Social Committee, not because I had
any desire to organize potlucks or clean-up after events but because
I wanted to be part of a team that wanted to change a group of
strangers into a vibrant, active, caring community. Over the year I
have grown to love my neighbours because of their passionate
thoughts, their uniqueness of life experience and the stories of how
they came to be here in this little area of Paradise. We don’t always
agree or understand one another’s point of view but that only adds
richness to the relationship as we struggle to find common ground
and mutual respect. During the year I have spent time chasing
empty water bottles caught by the wind in January, pulled weeds
(with roots to China) on the beach until I wondered if I would ever
stand upright again, washed enough wine glasses to wish for a
return to prohibition and I am so grateful. I have received ten-fold
what I have given! I love the comraderie and laughter on a Saturday
morning Bottle Drive more than the hot cup of coffee in bed. I
cherish the conversations that enrich my life and challenge my
worldview. I consider it an honour to have received the acceptance,
friendship, and generous spirit from my new community! May I
return to others all that I have received…I am rich, indeed!
I’m a volunteer…Lois Chutter!
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Our Beach!

The Milfoil and Beach Clean-up Project!
Thanks to Larry Wittchen and Robin Battley for
your creativity, determination and inspiring
efforts.

For 2 Saturdays in April, many
of our residents assisted with
our Milfoil Control Pilot
Project. We were successful
in raking this prolific aquatic
weed from the eastern side of
the swimming area during that
time. This baseline will be helpful as the summer progresses
and we can compare milfoil growth in this area to that in
other parts of the swimming area. By the end of this
summer, we will know if this project was successful and
whether or not we should continue with it next year.
Besides the work done in the water, an enthusiastic crew

on shore dug, pulled and removed a substantial number of
weeds from the beach. Those that couldn’t be there sent
homemade muffins and cookies to
keep up our energy and spirits.
What amazing team work! Thank you
to all who participated and supported
this project to keep our beach the
beautiful place we love!
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Gordon Stokes and Jackie Wittchen raked up milfoil near the
swim buoy line and placed it on a float, that was then used to
transport it to shore. Once off-loaded at the beach, Doug
Stevens loaded bucket after bucket which loaded the gator so
that the milfoil was removed from the beach. 3 gators full!

Splashdown to Summer!
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What’s
Tai Chi at the Cottages
Summer 2016 Schedule
Intermediate: Wednesdays, 6 April to 29 July 10:00 to 11:15 a.m.
Advanced: Fridays, 8 April to 31 July 10:00 to 11:15 a.m.
The Wednesday practice is for those who already know Tai Chi at any level.
The Friday practice is for those who know the complete long form set to at
least some degree. No registration needed...just show up. Lessons for new
students will be offered beginning in September.
For information contact Louise-Ann Nunas (250 689 1554, LAN@nunas.com)

Our Numbers are Growing!
Pickle Ball keeps us moving and gives us an
opportunity to swat and smack to our heart’s
content. We are in the process of forming the
Oliver Pickle Ball Association with about 50 other
enthusiastic players. Interested??
Court Times at the Oliver Parks Tennis Courts:
Sunday 9am – 1pm
Monday 6pm – 9pm
Tuesday 9am – 1pm Wednesday 6pm-9pm
Thursday 9am – 1pm

Let’s Bring Out Our Inner Artist!

Issue [#] :: [Date]
Better than Wine …Coffee Too!
YOGA
There are a growing number of us
who are committed in doing yoga at
the Clubhouse. It lasts no more than
an hour. We are all bringing
whatever DVDs we have and there
will be a couple of extra yoga mats,
blocks and straps for use.
No previous experience
is necessary and none of
us are experts. As well we
are encouraging any
'wounded ducks' to attend, there are
those of us attending who are
nursing injuries and chronic mobility
concerns.
Monday & Friday at 8am.
Monday & Thursday at 6pm.
Wednesday at 8am. Balance your
practice with a hearty exercise
walking routine.
Pass the word around.

Our very own Audrey Burm is willing to encourage our creativity
and give us new opportunities to learn by leading us through an
afternoon of painting and fun.
Audrey has prepared a project for
us called Cherry Blossom
Delight.
The class is designed for
absolute beginners so no
experience required. Gender
equality strictly enforced! Men,
come join us, too!
Join us on May 14, 2pm - 5pm. Fee is $25. All supplies are
included. Bring your enthusiasm and sense of fun!
Participants bring your own wine and munchies if desired.
Confirm your participation with Audrey,
audreyburm@gmail.com

Slow Down on Radio Tower Road! With the
return of cattle, horses, skunks, quail, and
summer visitors on the road we need to watch
our speed for obvious safety reasons.

Progress For Sure
Earth Day has just past and we continue
to move forward in becoming an
environmentally conscious community.
Thanks to Norm Behm, we have a
recycling box for dropping off our
returnable bottles, plastics and cans. It
is found next to our compactors. Please
drop them off here, not in the garbage
and recycling compactors. A permanent
recycling shed is in the process of being
planned. Thanks to the Maintenance
Committee. Proceeds for the
returnables will continue to go to funding
Social initiatives. We are always looking
for new volunteers to give a half an hour
of your time.
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Paradise
Found!
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Community Events
April 28 – May 8 – Okanagan Spring Wine Festival, Check out all the
events happening! www.thewinefestivals.com

Kites are Flying! Birds Beware!
Hopefully, this will be successful in
keeping the droppings off the docks.

Sat. May 14 – Cottages Painting Workshop with Audrey Burm Join us
in a great afternoon of exploring something new during a special
painting event. Just $25 and a willingness to express your individual
creativity. 2pm. to 5pm. at the Clubhouse. Preregister with a quick
email to audreyburm@gmail.com. Bring your own beverage and a
snack to share, and let’s make it an afternoon to remember.
Thurs. May 26 – Welcome New Neighbours Happy
Hour , Come prepared to welcome new neighbours
and get to know old neighbours a bit better. Bring an
appetizer and your beverage of choice to enjoy an evening visiting
and relaxing with friends. Join us anytime after 5pm. Further info?
lschutter207@gmail.com
Sat., June 25 – Annual Summer Soltice
Potluck Barbeque Summer has arrived
and BBQ season is here. Drag out your
neighbours, bring your family, flag down
strangers (maybe not) but let’s make this
the “Event of the Season”! Bring
something for the potluck, appies, salads,
desserts etc. and your own meat to bbq.
Happy Hour begins at 6pm! Have a nap
because this promises to last longer than
8pm! lschutter207@gmail.com
Sat., June 25 – Board Meeting 10am in The Great Room at The
Clubhouse. All Homeowners are welcome. Keep informed.
Sat. July 30 & Aug. 27 – Community Family Days- promises to be lots
of fun for everyone! SAVE THESE DATES! Stay tuned for more
information.
Reminders from the Board:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

New front gate code
New Clubhouse code
Washroom at the Dock opening soon
New SHC Office completed at the Clubhouse
Volunteer for the pool closing

Regularly check out the Homeowners Website for more information.
www.osoyooscottages.com Look under Owner Info.

New Boat Docks in Place!
4

Look at
Us [#]
Grow!
Issue
:: [Date]

Lorem
The Cottages
Ipsum Dolor
Chatter
BETSY BYLAW wants to remind you:
use and enjoy the common areas, common facilities
or other assets of the Homeowners’ Corporation in a
manner that will not unreasonably interfere with their
use and enjoyment by other Owners, their families
or visitors.

Welcome to Our New
May Neighbours!
Frank & Carol Marchant #146
Al & Irene Carrigan #183
Kurt & Bonnie Bausenhaus #98
Brent & Jody Ross #110

Welcome to Our New June
Neighbours!
10 Homes Sold This Year!
133 Homes in Total
Awesome job Sales Team!

Darryl &Kathleen Rondeau #194
Lorna Langford & George Novak
#187
Samantha Wilson& Serge
Lorendo #180
Jim & Angela Pollard #188

Cottages
Weather for
May/June…
Who remembers

Winter ?!

Peace of Mind Property
Management
Are you someone who is a part-time
resident or a traveller who would
appreciate someone to provide
home security, inspection, mail pickup & more? If this is you…contact
Fred Ingaldson – Cottages
Homeowner and Full-time resident.
Cell (250) 938-1685
fingaldson@gmail.com

Swimming Pool Opening

Support Our Local Organic
Farmers
Organic produce can be delivered to our
own door. Local Motive is a Co-op of 20
organic farmers selling their produce
through various sized hampers. They also
supply honey, bread, dairy, meat & more.
Check out their website for more
information. www.localmotive.ca Contact
Donna Fairhurst #111, email
camelot2@me.com or (250) 495-4561 if
you might be interested in joining her in
ordering or want more information.

Thanks to all our volunteers that help shape our special community!
Photo Credits: Linda Miller, Robin Battley, Lois Chutter, Moe & Tina
Perret and Neil Bousquet
Newsletter created & prepared by Lois Chutter & Robin Battley

We are planning to open the swimming
pools and second hot tub around June
27 and close it around October 1,
depending upon weather and
volunteers. The closing of the pool
each evening is performed by
volunteers. The tasks are simple and
include opening the pool on Sunday
morning, closing the pool at dusk,
resetting the furniture if necessary, and
verifying that all doors are locked and
lights turned out. We are asking
homeowners to assist us with a
consecutive days of the week of your
choice to commit to the tasks
mentioned, approximately 15 minutes
each day. Training will be offered prior
to pool opening, so there will be no
surprises. Adults only please. Please
advise your choice of week to Kathy
Bowman, at ro6196@telus.net.
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